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FORTUNES       WASHED  AWAY 


"CORN  KING  OF  INDIANA" 


Broadcast  No,  h-0  in  a  series 
of  discussions  of  soil  con- 
servation in  the  Ohio  Valley. 

WLW,  Cincinnati 

January  23,  I939    6:Il5-7:00  p.m. 


U.  S.  DEPART]\'iENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 
Dayton,  Ohio 


SOUND:     Thunder,  followed  by  rain...> 
ANNOUNCER 

Fortunes  Washed  Away  I 
ORGAN:     I  GET  THE  BLUES  WHEN  IT  RAINS o 
ANNOUITCER 

In  recognition  of  his  services  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  Captain 
George  Rogers  Clark  was  given  a  rolling  tract  of  land  in  Southern 
Indiana.     Today  it  is  known  as  Clark  County.     Many  small  stream 
valleys,  narrow  and  deep  feed  Silver  Creek  and  the  Ohio,  and  the 
hilly  farms  are  poor.     But  Clark  County  contains  some  of  the  finest 
corn  land  in  Indiana,  a  state  justly  famed  for  corn  production  and 
corn  kings.     This  is  the  story  of  a  Clark  County  farm,  of  three 
generations  of  corn  grov/ers  and  soil  conservers,  of  V/illiam  Carr 
Lentz  •     In  I92L]..  .  . 

Carr,  this  land  "belonged  to  my  father  before  me.    He  took  care  of 

it,    I  have  taken  care  of  the  land,  best  I  knew  how.     You  must  take 

care  of  it, 
ORGAN:     BRIEF  BRIDGE. 

ANNOUNCER 

In  1928. . . 
■  SPEAKER 

Carr  Lentz,  you  are  the  winner  of  the  ten  ear  sweepstakes  at  the 
Clark  County  Shom^  I 
ORGAN:     BRIEF  BRIDGE. 
ANNOTOTCER 
In  1929. 
SPEAKER 

The  grand  champion  ten  ears  at  the  Indiana  State  Show,  produced  and 
exhibited  by  William  Carr  Lentz,  Clark  County'. 
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ORGAN:     BRIEF  BRIDGE. 
ANNOmiCER 
In  195li-. .  . 

SPEAT2:!]R 

Here  is  the  result.     The  new  president  of  the  Indiana  Corn  Growers' 

Association  is  Carr  Lentz  I 
SOMD;     Applause,  fading  into^  . . 
ORGAN:     BRIEF  BRIDGE. 

ANNOUIJCER 

In  1935... 

SOUND;     Telegraph  key  behind  follo\¥ing  speech. 
SPEAIvER 

William  Carr  Lentz,  Clark  County,  Indiana,  produces  the  Grand 

Champion  ten  ears  at  the  International  Hay  and  Grain  Show,.,corn 

king  of  the  world  I 
ORGAN:     BRIEF  BRIDGE, 

ANNOUNCER 

And  in  I938... 
SOUND:     Door  opens  and  closes, 

FATBSR 

i/Vell,  Carr,  hov/  are  things  going  this  morning? 
CARR 

Pretty  good,  father.     Ed  and  Bill  are  spreading  corn  fodder  on  that 
piece  across  the  road,     I'm  going  after  another  load  after  dinner, 
FATKER 

Wish  I  could  go  v/ith  you,  hut  this  blamed  arthritis.., 

CARR 

Yes,  I  know.     You  tal^e  it  easy.     We're  getting  along  all  right. 


I 


FATI-IER 

I'm  sure  you  aro .     This  farm  always  has  been  a  good  one,  high  wheat 
yields  and  good  corn  crops  year  after  year.     And  v/e»ve  taken  care 
of  the  land,  too... 

CARR 

I've  been  thinking,   though,  father,   that  we've  got  to.  do  iriore .  Now 
you  take  some  of  those  slopes.    It's  getting  hard  to  keep  up  the 
yields  wherever  there's  any  washing. 
FATIiER 

That's  one  thing  we've  got  to  watch- -all  the  time.     I ^m  glad  you 

realize  it. 

CAI"(R 

I  can't  help  but  realize  it.     That's  one  thing  you've  drilled  into 
me.    Why,  I  can  remember  how  v/o  used  to  haul  dirt  from,  the  road 
and  put  it  back  in  the  fields. 
FATHER 

Cut,  of  course,  we've  found  out  that  that's  iLiprac tical .     But  oven 
more  important,  we've  used  rotations,  lots  of  meadow,  and--well, 
work  like  Ed  is  doing  today,  for  example. 

CARR 

That  is  important.     I've  found  out  from  experience  that  it  pays  to 
return  everything  to  the  land,  manure,  corn    fodder,  straw-- 
everything. 

FATHER 

And  you  know  what  the  result  is.     We  don't  have  a  gully  on  the 

place,  not  a  one. 

CARR 

But  we're  being  bothered  mLore  and.  more  by  sheet  erosion,  father. 
I  don't  know  what  to  do,  but  we've  got  to  stop  it.     I  v/onder... 
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FATHER 

Yes? 

CARR 

I  was  just  thinking, .  .you  Imow  0.  H,  Anderson,  don^t  you? 
FATHER 

.•.of  the  Extension  Service?     Oh,  yes. 
CARR 

I  heard,  him  talking  about  strip  cropping.     Let's  try  it  out  on  that 

slope  east  of  the  house  this  spring. 

FATHER 

Well,  now  maybe  that's  not  such  a  bad  idea  after  all.     I've  hoard 
a  little  about  it  myself.     Do  you  think  you  can  lay  out  the  strips 
by  yourself? 
CARR 

Do  I?    I'm  going  to. 
ORGAN:     SINGIIMG  IN  THE  RAIIT. 
SOUND;     Gentle  rain. 

CARR 

Father,   come  over  here  to  the  window,  will  you?     I  want  you  to  take 

a  look  at  those  strips. 

FATHER 

I  think  I  Imow  what  you're  going  to  show  m.e.     I've  been  watching 
them  dm^ing  these  rains  we've  been  having  lately.     You  don't  see 
any  muddy  rua-off ,  do  you? 
CARR 

By  George,  you  sure  don't  i    Not  even  from  the  com  strips.  That 
contour  plowing  is  taking  care  of  that  I    And  you  know  how  it  always 
was  before ... 
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FATHER 

We  used  to  get  a  lot  of  washing  after  even  a  little  rain,  with  'Ghe 
rows  up  and  down  the  hill.     There  v\fere  tiny  rills  oetv/een  the  rows, 
CARR 

Yes,  and  something  else.    We^ve  had  as  much  as  half  of  the  corn 
v/ash  clean  out  during  the  season,  but  the  meadoYj  strips  have  slowed 
up  the  water.     That  goes  to  show  that... 

FATHER 

Someone's  coming  up  the  yard. 
CARR 

Vifhere?    Oh,  yes^,  looks  like  Hugh  Marble.     And  Is  he  wet  1 
SOUND;     Door  opens. 
CARR  (calling  out) 

Come  in  out  of  that  rain,  you  crazy  fool  I 

FiARBLE   (fading  in) 

Swell  day  for  ducks,  eh,  Carr? 

CAPiR 

I'll  say  it  is.     Come  on  in. 
MARBLE 

Thanks.    Hello,  Mr.  Lentz. 
SOUND;     Door  closes. 
FATHER 

Hello,  Hugh.     Let  me  have  your  coat.  There. 

MR5LE 

Thanks.     Can't  stay  but  a  minute.     Gotta  go  over  to  Charlestown 
for  a  few  things, 

CARR 

V/e  v/ere  just  talking  about  that  stripped  field,  Hugh,    It's  sure 
stopping  that  soil  from  wash_ing. 
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LIARBLE 

I^ve  been  wondering  about  that.     My  terraces  are  doing  fine,  but 
I^ve  never  tried  strip  farming.     Looks  to  me,   though,  that  you  v/on^t 
have  enough  corn  this  year,  with  half  of  that  field  in  m.eadow. 
CARR 

You'd  be  surprised,  Hugh,     I  honestly  believe  that  v/e're  going  to 
get  as  m.uch  off  that  field  as  we  ever  did  v/hen  the  whole  thing  was 
plowed.     Those  contour  rov;s  are  doing  the  work. 
tIARBLE 

I  could  have  told  you  that.     Mine  sure  help  out.     I've  heard  some 
people  laugh  at  them_,  too. 

CARR 

I  never  thought  I'd  be  plowing  that  way.     You  Imow,   the  farm.er  in 
this  county    prides  himself  on  right  angle  corners.     Gosh,  v^re  just 
can't  imagine  lolowing  any  other  v/ay. 
FATIiER 

But  it  looks  like  v\re're  all  going  to  have  to  come  to  it  somie  day. 
I've  raised  Carr  here  on  a  soil  conservation  diet. 
FiARBLE  (laughing) 

Doesn't  look  as  though  it's  hurt  him  any. 
CARR 

And  it  hasn ' t,  either  I    And  I ^m  learning  a  little  every  day.  Now, 
I^ve  got  one  field  over  there. ..you  know  the  one,  father,  that's 
sorta  hLimpy . ... 
FATI-IER 

Yes,  the  one  that's  always  given  a  spotted  stand. 


CARR 


That's  the  one.     There  are  always  a  few  spots  on  the  steeper  slopes 
'v/here  the  corn  just  doesn't  do  good.     I  alv/ays  thought  that  those 
spots  were  poor  just  because  they  v/ere  poor. 
MR3LS 

But  the  real  reason  was,  that  you  v/ere  losing  the  soil  and  moisture 
on  those  ^ots • 
CARR 

Exactly.    I'm  convinced  now,  that  we  need  a  different  soil  conser- 
vation program  than  we've  hai  before.     So-called  "careful  farming," 
that  is,  long  rotations,  and  a  maximum  of  soil  conserving  crops 
is  not  enough  to  conserve  our  soil  and  its  fertility.     It  takes  a 
complete  soil  conservation  plan. 
MR3LE 

That's  just  v/hat  I'm  putting  in  on  my  farm,  Carr,  You  can't  do  it 
all  at  once,  naturally.     But  you  can  do  a  little  at  a  time,  and  the 
thing  to  do  is  to  start  before  it's  too  late. 
CARR 

And  we're  going  to  heep  right  on  along  that  line  until  we  get  it 
all  worked  out.     My  father  has  taught  me  the  value  of  soil  conser- 
vation, and  it's  a  part  of  my  very  life.     Once  upon  a  time  I  heard 
about  a  boy  who  looked  up  at  his  father  and  said,  "Daddy,  where  is 
the  soil  that  covered  these  rocks?"     I  don't  want  my  boy  Tom  to 
ever  have  to  ask  me,  "Daddy,  where  is  the  soil  that  covered  these 
rocks," 
ORaAN:     SOmTY  BOY. 
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ANNOUT'ICER 

That  is  the  story  of  V/illlam  Carr  Lentz,  champion  corn  grower,  and 
one  of  a  line  of  conservation-minded  farmers.     And  Carr  Lentz  v/ill 
tell  yoTi  that  you  can't  continue  to  grov/  championship  corn  on  land 
that  washes  away,  dovrn  Silver  Creek  and  down  the  Ohio,     And  as  he 
plans  his  farm  for  erosion  control,  control  in  every  field,  he 
doesn't  worry  ahout  young  Tom  Lentz  ever  asking,  ''Daddy,  where  is 
the  soil  that  covered  these  rocks?" 
)RC-AN:     SONrJY  BOY. 
AmiOUNCSR 

And  nov/,  once  more  we  turn  to  the  Dayton,  Ohio,  regional  office  of 

the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  to  Ev^ring  Jones. 

JONES 

Thank  you,   To  me,  the  most  encouraging 

thing  about  Carr  Lentz 's  story  is  not  his  remarkable  corn  produc- 
tion records,  but  the  sane,  far-sighted  attitude  he  has  taken  toward 
the  need  for  soil  conservation.     As  he  puts  it,  ''I  am  sure  that  I 
can  take  any  reasonable,  open-minded  farm.er  over  our  farmi,  and 
convince  him  in  an  hour  that  sheet  erosion  constitutes  a  serious 
problem  for  us,"     But  here,  I  don't  know^  why  I  should  be  quoting 
him.,  because  Mr.   Lentz  is  here  in  the  studio  with  us.     Ihn  going 
to  ask  him  to  tell  us  a  little  about  his  farming  m.ethods,  Mr, 
Carr  Lentz, 
LENTZ 

Mr.  Jones,  I  hardly  know  where  to  start,  and  I'm  certainly  not 
going  to,  make  any  speech.     That  is,  unless  you  v/ant  me  to  give 
you  my  ideas  on  soil  erosion,  and  I  could  talk  about  that  all  day, 
JONES 

That's  Just  w^hat  I  want  to  hear  about. 


LEITTZ 

Vlfell,  to  me,  the  term  "ir.sidious  monster"   just  about  paints  the 
pictu-re.     That  may  so'und  a  little  dramatic,  but  that's  Just  the  way 
I  look  at  erosion.     It's  insidious  because  it  is  such  a  subtle 
process,  creeping  up  on  us  almost  unaware*     And  it's  a  monster 
because  it  is  so  huge  in  its  scope. 
JOIvTSS 

That's  a  pretty  good  way  of  putting  it,  at  that.     Kow,  in  you-r  new 
soil  conservation  plan,  strip  cropping  obviously  will  play  an 
important  part. 
LEITTZ 

Very  much  so,     Hy  experience  with  the  strips  I  laid  out  m.yself  sold 
me  on  strip  farming.     I  have  a  cooperative  agreemxent  with  the 
Lexington  CCC  cam.p,  and  the  plan  calls  for  every  slope  on  the  farm 
to  be  laid  out  for  strip  cropping.     In  all,  about  half  of  the  crop 
area  will  be  strip-farmed  and  contour  plov/ed  and  cultivated.  Then 
three  of  the  fields  will  have  diversion  ditches  in  them.. 
JOIIES 

Well,  now,  that's  what  I  call  getting  off  to  a  good  start. 
LEITTZ 

And  it's  just  the  start.     I  have  several  areas  which,  due  to  their 
location,  never  have  been  profitably  planted  to  crops,  and  I 'mi 
planting  them  with  trees.     I 'mx  rearranging  the  fields,  and  lengthen- 
ing my  crop  rotations  to  include  miore  meadow,  and,  of  course,  we'll 
continue  fertilizing  the  fields  as  usual,     I 'mi  really  happy  about 
the  whole  thing. 
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JOIIES 

A  plan  like  yours  ought  to  have  a  nujiiber  of  advantages  in  addition 
to  saving  the  soil. 

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  appeal  to  me,     Pirst^  of  covj?se, 
is  that  I' 11  have  more  efficient  land  use.     The  level  land  v/ill  be 
in  a  four-year  rotation.     The  slopes  will  be  in  a  six-  and  eight- 
year  rotation,  and  all  our  alfalfa  hay  will  be  grown  on  them..  And 
here  ^  s  another  thing:     heretofore  we  haven't  grovrn  corn  and  wheat 
on  our  level  land  often  enough,  possibly  because  we  were  afraid  of 
erosion  on  the  slopes  in  the  same  field, 
JOI^IES 

In  other  words,  you  wasted  some  of  the  better  land  to  protect  the 

thinner  slopes, 

LBNTZ 

That's  right.     Then  I  like  this  idea  of  v^rorking  on  the  contour. 
All  of  oTj-r  tillage  will  be  on  the  level,   so  there  won't  be  any 
more  of  this  pulling  horses,  tractors ^  or  men  up-hill.     And  we'll 
have  many  rov/s  of  corn  longer  than  we  have  ever  had  before, 

joms 

And,  too,  you  V7ill  have  the  satisfaction  of  knoY/ing  that  you  are 
making  an  intelligent,  effective  effort  to  conserve  water  and  to 
prevent  that  "insidious  monster*'   as  you  call  it,  from  taking  away 
the  fertility  of  youj?  farm. 
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That  feeling  of  satisfaction  is  r.iost  important  of  all.  After  every 
rain,  I  won't  have  to  worry  ahout  the  little  ditches  and  rivulets 
down  every  corn  and  wheat  row  that  previously  took  the  soil  a'7ay. 
I  believe  that  "by  this  new  method  of  handling  our  farm,  I  v/ill  be 
able  to  leave  it  to  my  son  in  a  higher  state  of  fertility  than  it 
is  now, 
JONES 

I  can  see  one  thing  clearly,  Mr,  Lentz,  you're  going  to  remember 

the  years  of  I958  1939  ^  long,  long  time, 

LENTZ 

I  certainly  will,     llaturally  I  look  back  v/ith  a  lot  of  pride  on 
1935 ^  when  I  won  the  Grand  Championship  at  Chicago,     Any  man  would 
be  proud  of  that,  especially  here  in  Indiana  where  we  grow  corn 
that  is  corn.     But  1^11  rem.ember  I958  and  1939^  too,  as  years  in 
#iich  an  opportunity  came  my  way  to  do  something  good--not  only 
for  myself  but  also  for  posterity.     And  by  posterity  I  don't  mean 
just  m.y  son,  but  everyone  wlio  comes  along  after  I  ^m  gone,  TMs 
land  doesn't  just  belong  to  my  father  and  to  me.     The  generations 
to  come  have  an  equal  interest  in  it, 

joms 

And  they  will  have  you  to  thank  for  it,  and  I  certainly  thank  you 
for  coming  up  here,  William  Carr  Lontz,  of  Clark  County,  Indiana. 
It's  mighty  encouraging  to  know  that  more  and  more  f arm.ers--men 
like  you — are  adopting  the  same  attitude.     And  as  they  do,  our 
farmlands  will  become  more  secure,  and  fewer  boys  v/ill  have  to 
ask,  "Daddy,  where  is  the  soil  that  covered  these  rocks?" 
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ANNOUMGER 

Now,  Ewlng,  what  is  our  story  for  next  week? 
JONES 

Next  YJeek,   ,  we're  going  to  leave  Clark 

County,  Indiana,  and  go  out  to  the  so-called  dust  loov\rl — black 
blizzards • 
ORGAN?     I  GET  THE  BLUES  TOSN  IT  RAINS. 
ANNOUNCER 

If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the  bulletin,  "Conserving  Corn  Belt 
Soil,*'  containing  60  pages  of  information  on  the  same  soil-saving 
methods  used  by  Mr,  Lentz,  write  to  Soil  Conservation,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  ask  for  the  bulletin,  "Conserving  Corn  Belt  Soil," 
Next  week.  Black  Blizzards,.. 
SOUND;     Thunder,  followed  by  rain, • • 
ANNOUNCER 

Fortunes  Washed  Away  is  a  studio  presentation  of  the  agricultu-re 
department  of  the  Nation's  Station, 
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